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East Texas State University 
vs. 
Prairie View A&M 
THE HIGH NOON 
SHOOTOUT 
Noon, September 10, 1977 




The Prairie View A&M Panthers 
One of the top Panther runners is 
Charles Weatherspoon. He is a 
5-10 and 195-pound lunior. 
As a coach, Hoover Wright has 
established Prairie View as a 





Location: Prairie View, Texas 
Head Coach and Athletic Director: 
Hoover Wright 
Assistant Coaches: Clifton Gilliard, 
John Tankersley, Robert Kinney, 
Jesse Hurst, Cornelius Cooper, J.C. 
Williams 
Last Year's Record: 6-5-0 
Conference and 1976 Standings: 
Southwestern Athletic Conference, 
3-3-0 for fourth 
Colors: Purple and Gold 




Ninety-nine years is a long span in 
the life of man or an institution. What 
do the years mean? For man or 
institution, if they are filled with the 
honest sweat of service to 
humanity—with the patient following 
of that higher law of unflinching 
fidelity to the dictates of a 
calling—the years are a benediction. 
Prairie View is an institution—a 
public institution. But an institution is 
an empty thing without the beating 
hearts and yearning souls of mortal 
men. And down the ninety-nine years 
of Prairie View's existence, men have 
lived and dreamed here until every 
Richard Warefleld Is the PV 
quarterback. He Is a 6-3 and 
190-pound sophomore. 
blade of grass and every rock, in that 
wise primordial way in which the 
primitive earth knows and cares, has 
joined the choir invisible to bless 
their memory. For every man whose 
foot has touched this hallowed soil 
has found a spirit, and has 
broadened and deepened it until 
what started out as an ambitionless 
meandering stream has become a 
purposeful river upon whose tide, 
now turbulent, now tranquil, floats 
the destiny of countless human 
hopes and dreams. 
The spirit of an institution is the 
compound of many things—a 
strange and often quixotic amalgam 
of unrelated, sometimes 
contradictory, elements. Founded 
symbolically, upon the ruins of a 
slave plantation, this college was 
authorized in the spirit of fair play of 
the constitutional convention of 1876 
Marlon Seals, a 6-1 and 
260-pounder, is an obstacle in the 
Prarie View defense. 
where wisdom would not allow 
vengeance to triumph over justice. 
The men of the parent school at 
College Station, growing ever wiser 
with the years, have translated that 
sense of justice into everbroadening 
channels. The humble student, from 
every nook and cranny in the land, 
has left the echo of his laughter upon 
the wind, his hopes within the lurking 
shadows of our halls and by-ways. 
The gaints, the worldshakers, have 
stood on our hill to mingle their 
search for truth with the fledgling's 
hopes for life. And men of dedication 
have worked here—worked to bring 
a new heaven and a new earth often 
with only faith and their hands—often 
without the spiritual or material 
compensation that sacrifices 
merited—but always with a sense of 
mission—with sense that somehow, 
someway, time would reward their 
At 6-7 and 225 pounds, defensive 
end Larry Jackson will be a threat 
to ETSU quarterbacks. 
Dr. A. I. Thomas Is president of 
Prairie View A. A M. University. 
Enrollment at PV Is 5,500. 
efforts—would give to those to whom 
they had given their minds the 
victory of a new world—of an 
enlightened society. 
Could we do better at the end of 
this ninety-nine years than pay 
homage to this amalgam, this spirit? 
Can we do less than dedicate our 
lives to task of fostering it, nurturing 
it, stimulating it—that those who will 
walk this ground, these halls, will 
know, and be better men because of 
it? 
Dr. A. I. 
Thomas, 
President 
Although he is neck-deep in 
administration, Dr. A.I. Thomas 
doesn't hesitate to take time out and 
attend athletic events at Prairie View. 
It is fortunate for Prairie View that 
this executive is an admirable sports 
fan. 
There is a strong bond between 
the president and the athletic 
department. He has always treated it 
most generously, even during the 
less successful seasons. 
He has been president at Prairie 
View since November, 1966. 
He attended the public schools of 
New Orleans and completed two 
years of liberal arts work at Xavier 
University. He received the B.S. and 
masters degree from Kansas State 
College in 1948 and 1949, 
respectively. 
He received a Ph.D. in 1957 from 
Ohio State University and has 
attended Pennsylvania State 
College, University of Michigan and 
the University of Nebraska. 
The East Texas University Lions 
Tight end David Murphree of 
Dallas (Hillcrest) was a member of 
the 1976 AII-LSC Academic Team. 
Dec. 1, East Central State University, 
Ada, Oklahoma. 
Dec. 3, Southwestern University, 
Georgetown. 
Dec. 7, East Central State 
University, Commerce. 
Dec.10, Dallas Baptist College, 
Dallas. 
Jan. 3, Benedictine College 
(Kansas), Commerce. 
Jan. 7, Wiley College, Marshall. 
Jan. 10, Howard Payne University 
(LSC), Commerce. 
Jan. 14, Southwest Texas State 
University (LSC), Commerce. 
Jan. 16, Texas A&l University 
(LSC), Commerce. 
Jan. 19, Paul Quinn College, 
Commerce. 
Jan. 21, Stephen F. Austin State 
University (LSC), Nacogdoches. 
Jan. 23, Sam Flouston State 
University (LSC), Huntsville. 
Jan. 28, Angelo State University 
(LSC), San Angelo. 
Jan. 29, Abilene Christian University 
(LSC), Abilene. 
Feb. 4, Abilene Christian 
University (LSC), Commerce. 
Feb. 6, Angelo State University 
(LSC), Commerce. 
Feb. 11, Texas A&l University (LSC), 
Kingsville. 
Feb. 13, Southwest Texas State 
University (LSC), San Marcos. 
Feb. 16, Howard Payne University 
(LSC), Brownwood. 
Feb. 18, Sam Houston State 
University (LSC), Commerce. 
Feb. 20, Stephen F. Austin State 
University (LSC), Commerce. 
Feb. 26-28, Lone Star Conference 
Tournament, Brownwood. 
Mike Richardson made his debut 
in the Cotton Bowl last year with 




Location: Commerce, Texas 
Head Coach: Ernest Hawkins 
Athletic Director: Dr. Jess Hawthorne 
Assistant Coaches: Boley Crawford, 
Bobby Fox, Jim Walker, Corky 
Last Year's Record: 5-3-1 
Conference and 1976 Standing: 
Lone Star Conference, 4-3-0 for 
third place tie 
Colors: Blue and Gold 
Sports Information Director: Lou 
Margot 
Football 
Sept. 10, Prairie View A&M 
University, Cotton Bowl, Dallas, 
noon. 
Sept. 17, Gustavus Adolphus 
College (Minnesota), 
Commerce, 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 24, Washburn University, 
Topeka, Kansas, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 1, Arkansas State University, 
Jonesboro, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 8, Sam Houston State 
University (LSC) (Parents' Day), 
Commerce, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 15, Howard Payne University 
(LSC), Brownwood, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 22, Abilene Christian 
University (LSC) (Homecoming), 
Commerce, 2 p.m. 
Oct. 29, Southwest Texas State 
University (LSC), San Marcos, 2:30 
p.m. 
Nov. 5, Texas A&l University (LSC), 
Commerce, 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 12, Stephen F. Austin State 
University (LSC), Commerce, 
7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 19, Angelo State University, 
San Angelo, 4 p.m. 
F.H. McDowell became president 
ofETSUin 1972, the yearthe Lions 




Calvin Washington, the fastest 
ETSU Lion, has switched from 
tailback to fullback in the 1977 
season. 
your university, it is our desire to 
help fulfill your academic, cultural, 
and recreational needs. We hope 
that you will look to ETSU as the focal 
point for your education. 
As you enjoy this game and your 
visit to the campus, please accept 
our sincere thanks for your 
continuing support of East Texas 
State University. 
We look forward to continuing our 
service to you. 
Basketball 
Nov. 7, Portuguese Olympic 
Team, Commerce 
Nov. 21, Texas College, 
Commerce. 
Nov. 23, Southern Arkansas 
University, Commerce. 
Nov. 25-26, Arkansas Tech Tourna­
ment, Russellville. 
Nov. 28, Paul Quinn College, Waco. 
flex Fox, the nephew of ETSU 
assistant coach Bobby Fox, is the 
No. 1 man at strong safety for the 
Lions. 
A winning tradition in athletics has 
become synonymous with East 
Texas State University. 
Lion athletic teams have won more 
than 60 championships in the 
various sports sanctioned by the 
Lone Star Conference, and ETSU 
teams have claimed four NAIA 
national championships. 
We're sure that you share our pride 
in the past accomplishments of our 
Lion athletic teams, and we take 
special pleasure in welcoming you 
to this game in our 60th season of 
intercollegiate football competition. 
We also take great pride in our 
tradition of academic excellence. As 
Ramiro Lucio, a 6-4 and 255-pound 
center, was AII-LSC at center last 




















































The PV Panther Numbers 
Player Pos 
Paul Hartsfield RB 
Hal Louis WR 
Montie Lee SB 
Arnold Reveulta 0B 
Gary Nicholas 0B 
John leans DB 
Richard Warefield QB 
Andrew Winzer DB 
Michael Brinson DB 
Edwin Young RB 
Adrian Thomas DB 
Oscar Cooper RB 
Jerome Herd DB 
Steve O'Gilbert RB 
Clarence Farmer DB 
Charles Weatherspoon FB 
Lonnie Green RB 
Joseph Soloman FB 
Travis Weatherspoon RB 
George Whiteside RB 
Richard Derrick FB 
Michael Willis RB 
Gerald Davis OC 
Melvin Labat OC 
Alvis Prince LB 
Sherwood Burkes LB 
Jesse Horace LB 
Michael Ross 0T 
Marlon Seals DT 
Gerald Knighton 0G 
Melvin Gentry 0G 
Tommie Coleman OG 
Harold Norfleet OT 
Richard Bennett DE 
Matthew Teague DE 
Terry Knighton OG 
Darrell Sammons DT 
Gerald Holman OT 
Kendall Clarke DT 
Kenneth King OT 
Eugene Scott TE 
Floyd Richardson WR 
Bobby Stiggers MG 
Fred Anderson TE 
Wayland Gay WR 
Develous Weatherspoon TE 
Matthew Baity DE 
Cedric Melcher LB 
James Cowan DE 
Larry Jackson DE 
Ht. Wt. Class Hoftiatown 
5-7 165 So. Chicago, III. 
5-10 172 Jr. Jackson, Miss. 
6-1 180 Jr. Matagorda 
6-0 198 Sr. San Antonio 
6-1 180 Jr. Dallas 
6-1 180 So. Houston 
6-3 190 So. Crockett 
6-3 180 Fr. Houston 
6-1 185 So. Monticello. Fla. 
5-10 170 Fr. Houston 
5-10 185 Jr. Houston 
6-0 185 Fr. Houston 
6-1 185 So. Houston 
5-9 170 Jr. Kirbyville 
6-4 185 Sr. Dickinson 
5-10 195 Jr. Pineland 
6-2 185 Fr. San Antonio 
6-1 215 Fr. New York, N Y. 
5-7 170 Sr. Pineland 
5-10 180 So. Cameron 
5-8 200 Fr. Houston 
6-0 180 So. Houston 
6-2 205 Fr. Houston 
6-1 230 Jr. New Orleans, La. 
6-3 215 So. Houston 
6-2 225 Sr. Houston 
6-2 200 Jr. Groveton 
6-2 251 Fr. New Orleans, La. 
6-1 260 Jr. Beaumont 
6-1 241 So. Pineland 
6-1 235 Fr. Houston 
6-1 215 Sr. Jackson, Fla. 
6-5 265 Fr. Baytown 
6-4 245 Jr. Monticello, Fla. 
6-5 225 So. New Orleans, La. 
6-2 225 Sr. Pineland 
6-4 255 Jr. Tatum 
6-1 250 Jr. Houston 
6-2 250 Fr. Nassau 
6-4 260 Sr. Tulsa, Okla. 
6-3 215 Fr. New Orleans, La. 
6-2 185 Fr. San Antonio 
6-4 250 So. Omaha, Tex. 
6-4 235 Sr. Toppenish, Washington 
5-11 175 Sr. Houston 
6-3 215 Sr. Pineland 
6-2 216 So. Birmingham, Ala. 
6-0 180 So. Houston 
6-2 234 Jr. Eutaw, Ala. 
6-7 225 Jr. Port Arthur 
The Panthers Two Deep 
Offense 
QB 15, Richard Warefield, 6-3, 190, So. 
10, Arnold Reveulta, 6-0, 198, Sr. 
RB 44, George Whiteside, 5-10, 180, So. 
28, Steve O'Gilbert, 5-9, 170, Jr. 
FB 33, Charles Weatherspoon, 5-10,195, Jr. 
36, Joseph Soloman, 6-1, 215, Fr. 
FL 42, Travis Weatherspoon, 5-7,170, Sr. 
3, Montie Lee, 6-1, 180, Jr. 
SE 89, Wayland Gay, 5-11, 175, Sr. 
85, Floyd Richardson, 6-2, 185, Fr. 
TE 88, Develous Weatherspoon, 6-3,215, Sr. 
80, Eugene Scott, 6-3, 215, Fr. 
C 54, Melvin Labat, 6-1, 230, Jr. 
52, Gerald Davis, 6-2, 205, Fr. 
LG 73, Terry Knighton, 6-2, 225, Sr. 
67, Tommie Coleman, 6-1, 215, Sr. 
RG 64, Gerald Knighton, 6-1, 241, So. 
65, Melvin Gentry, 6-1, 235, Fr. 
LT 79, Kenneth King, 6-4, 260, Sr. 
Keith Albury 
RT 75, Gerald Holman, 6-1, 250, Jr. 
70, Harold Norfleet, 6-5, 265, Fr. 
Defense 
LE 95, Larry Jackson, 6-7, 225, Jr. 
90, Matthew Baity, 6-2, 216, So. 
RE 92, James Cowan, 6-2, 234, Jr. 
71, Richard Bennett, 6-4, 245, Jr. 
LT 63, Marlon Seals, 6-1, 260, Jr. 
77, Kendall Clarke, 6-2, 250, Fr. 
RT 74, Darrell Sammons, 6-4, 255, Jr. 
72, Matthew Teague, 6-5, 225, So. 
MG 86, Bobby Stiggers, 6-4, 250, So. 
Kenneth Austin 
SLB 58, Jesse Horace, 6-2, 200, Jr. 
57, Sherwood Burkes, 6-2, 225, Sr. 
WLB 91, Cedric Melcher, 6-0, 180, So. 
56, Alvis Prince, 6-3, 215, So. 
LCB 13, John leans, 6-1, 180, So. 
19, Andrew Winzer, 6-3, 180, Fr. 
RCB 24, Adrian Thomas, 5-10, 183, Jr. 
SS 27, Jerome Heard, 6-1, 185, So. 
Charles Hawkins 
FS 30, Clarence Farmer, 6-4, 185, Sr. 
20, Michael Brinson, 6-1, 185, So. 
Specialists 
P 11, Gary Nicholas, 6-1, 180, Jr. 
PK 33, Charles Weatherspoon, 5-10,195, Jr. 
The ETSU Lion Numbers 
The Lions Two Deep 
Offense 
QB 15, Terry Skinner, 6-0, 185, Sr. 
19, Eddie Cox, 6-2, 180, Sr. 
TB 7, Mike Richardson, 6-0, 180, So. 
36, Reggunal O'Neal, 6-1, 195, Jr. 
FB 44, Calvin Washington, 6-1, 195, Sr. 
32, Mike Comer, 6-1, 220, Jr. 
WB 28, Lonnie Cunigan, 6-3, 192, So. 
22, Terry Giddens, 6-3, 190, Jr. 
SE 18, Dannie Rogers, 5-8, 162, Sr. 
17, Frank McClain, 6-0, 170, So. 
TE 38, David Murphree, 6-2, 210, Sr. 
89, Fred Ellis, 6-3, 210, Sr. 
C 75, Ramiro Lucio, 6-4, 255, Jr. 
51, Scott Brown, 6-1, 220, Fr. 
LG 65, Robert Hinkle, 6-3, 233, Jr. 
62, Walter Bailey, 5-11, 230, So. 
RG 77, David Bryant, 6-2, 245, Sr. 
61, Curtis Ray, 6-0, 230, Fr. 
LT 78, Monty Woodall, 6-2, 245, Jr. 
71, Mike Hall, 6-3, 235, So. 
RT 72, Steve Washington, 6-4, 242, So 
73, Clay Krider, 6-3, 220, Fr. 
Defense 
SE 50, Don Jones, 6-4, 225, Jr. 
88, Vince Johnson, 6-0, 200, Fr. 
WE 90, Fred Alexander, 6-2, 200, Jr. 
34, Kennis Miles, 5-11, I80, So. 
LT 68, Tommy Nobles, 6-1, 225, Jr. 
79, Don Woodard, 6-5, 250, Fr. 
RT 64, Joe Petrino, 6-2, 250, Sr. 
67, Jimmy Buster, 6-0, 235, Fr. 
MG 70, Al Davis, 5-8, 260, Sr. 
66, Donnie Geldert, 6-1, 215, So. 
SLB 60, Glenn Blackard, 6-2, 210, So. 
41, Mark Washington, 6-3, 216, So. 
WLB 45, David Farris, 6-0, 215, Sr. 
40, Emanuel Baker, 6-0, 204, So. 
CB 25, Nate Washington, 5-9, 172, Jr. 
80, Ron Smith, 6-1, 190, So. 
CB 21, Eric Johnson, 5-7, 160, So. 
23, Greg Aldridge, 5-10, 180, So. 
SS 20, Rex Fox, 6-1, 195, So. 
80, Ron Smith, 6-1, 190, So. 
FS 24, Brian Jackson, 6-0, 180, So. 
31, Marshall Dora, 6-0, 175, So. 
Specialists 
P 12, Wade Wilson, 6-3, 205, Fr. 
PK 13, Tom Hay, 5-10, 220, So. 
No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Class. Exp. Hometown (High School) 
7 Mike Richardson TB 6-0 180 So. 1L Gladewater (Sabine) 
12 Wade Wilson QB 6-3 205 Fr. HS Commerce 
13 Tom Hay PK 5-10 220 So. Sq. Bandera 
14 Steve Hodge QB 6-4 185 Fr. HS Whitewright 
15 Terry Skinner QB 6-0 185 Sr. 3L Forney 
16 Joe Northcutt TB 5-9 170 So. Sq. Atlanta 
17 Frank McClain SE 6-0 170 So. Tr. Fort Worth (Polytechnic) 
18 Dannie Rogers SE 5-8 162 Sr. 2L Wichita Falls (Hirschi) 
19 Eddie Cox QB 6-2 180 Sr. 2L Miami, Fla. (Msgr. Pace) 
20 Rex Fox SS 6-1 195 So. 1L Albany, Ga. 
21 Eric Johnson CB 5-7 160 So. 1L Dallas (Spruce) 
22 Terry Giddens WB 6-3 190 Jr. 2L Talco (Rivercrest) 
23 Greg Aldridge CB 5-10 180 So. Tr. Gilmer (Union Hill) 
24 Brian Jackson FS 6-0 180 So. 1L Oklahoma City (Millwood) 
25 Nate Washington DB 5-9 172 Jr. 2L Kerens 
26 Dan Brook DB 6-2 195 Fr. HS Okemah, Okla. 
28 Lonnie Cunigan WB 6-3 192 So. Tr. Wills Point 
31 Marshall Dora FS 6-0 175 So. 1L Houston (Lee) 
32 Mike Comer FB 6-1 220 Jr. 2L Pasadena (Rayburn) 
33 Marty Ray S 6-1 180 Fr. HS Burkburnett 
34 Kennis Miles TB 5-11 180 So. Sq. Waco (Richfield) 
36 Reggunal O'Neal TB 6-1 195 Jr. Tr. Odessa (Ector) 
38 David Murphree TE 6-2 210 Sr. 2L Dallas (Hillcrest) 
40 Emanuel Baker LB 6-0 204 So. Tr. Fort Worth (Polytechnic) 
41 Mark Washington LB 6-3 216 So. Tr. Dallas (Spruce) 
42 Ray Parker TB 5-11 195 Jr. 2L Euless (Trinity) 
44 Calvin Washington TB 6-1 195 Sr. 2L Dallas (Roosevelt) 
45 David Farris LB 6-0 215 Sr. 3L Dallas (Hillcrest) 
48 Bart Owen SE 5-9 180 Sr. Sq. Dallas (Hillcrest) 
50 Don Jones DE 6-4 225 Jr. 2L Friendswood 
51 Scott Brown C 6-1 220 Fr. HS Seminole 
52 Gus Gonzalez DE 6-0 190 Fr. HS San Benito 
54 Scott Hays T 6-4 225 Fr. HS Euless (Trinity) 
55 Danny Kirk LB 6-3 200 Fr. HS Marlin 
57 Jim Morton C 6-4 200 So. Sq. Harlingen 
58 Paul Elmore DE 6-1 195 Sr. Tr. Dallas (Hillcrest) 
60 Glenn Blackard LB 6-2 210 So. 1L Gainesville 
61 Curtis Ray NG 6-0 230 Fr. HS LaGrange 
62 Walter Bailey OG 5-11 230 So. Tr. Fort Worth (Polytechnic) 
64 Joe Petrino DT 6-2 250 Sr. 3L Oakdale, N.Y. (Connetquot) 
65 Robert Hinkle OG 6-3 233 Jr. 2L Fort Worth (Haltom) 
66 Donnie Geldert LB 6-1 215 So. Sq. Dallas (Lake Highlands) 
67 Jimmy Buster LB 6-0 235 Fr. HS Waco (Connally) 
68 Tommy Nobles DT 6-1 225 Jr. 1L Dallas (Sunset) 
70 Al Davis NG 5-8 260 Sr. 1L Dallas (Hillcrest) 
71 Mike Hall OT 6-3 235 So. 1L Wolfe City 
72 Steve Washington OT 6-4 242 So. 1L Cocoa, Fla. 
73 Clay Krider OT 6-3 220 Fr. HS Greenville 
75 Ramiro Lucio C 6-4 255 Jr. 2L Harlingen 
77 David Bryant OG 6-2 245 Sr. 3L Newark, N.J. (West Side) 
78 Monty Woodall OT 6-2 245 Jr. 1L Harlingen 
79 Don Woodard DT 6-5 250 Fr. HS Hooks 
80 Ron Smith DB 6-1 190 So. 1L Houston (Madison) 
81 Jim Young TE 6-4 210 Fr. HS Springfield, Va. 
(West Springfield) 
85 Mike Harris SE 6-3 205 Fr. HS Big Spring 
87 Jim Morton TE 6-4 200 So. Sq. Harlingen 
88 Vince Johnson DE 6-0 200 Fr. HS Beeville (A.C. Jones) 
89 Fred Ellis TE 6-3 210 Sr. 1L San Diego, Calif. (Kearny) 
90 Fred Alexander DE 6-2 200 Jr. Tr. Dallas (South Oak Cliff) 
Bishop Spencer T 6-1 213 Fr. HS Dallas (Adamson) 
Kurtis Crockett DE 6-0 200 Fr. HS Waco (Connally) 
Monty Hambrick CB 5-10 162 Fr. HS Baird 
Jeft Hayes LB 6-4 210 Fr. HS Ladonia 
Chris Holland CB 5-7 162 Fr. HS Dallas (Kimball) 
David McCollum C 6-0 195 Fr. HS Greenville 
Fred Washington TB 5-10 155 Fr. HS Commerce 





Dear Football Fan: 
On behalf of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) I would like to take 
this opportunity to extend greetings and welcome you to today's game. 
It is the strong feeling of the NAIA that intercollegiate athletics are an integral part of the total 
educational process. More than 65,000 athletes are annually involved in our organization's 
athletic program. Football is just one of 15 sports sponsored by the NAIA. The outstanding 
quality of NAIA Football is indicated by the large number of former NAIA athletes presently on 
National Football League rosters. 
The culmination of our season is the Division I and II national championship games. The 
Division II national championship will be decided on Saturday, December 3,1977 at a site of one 
of the participating teams. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to announce that our Division I Dr. Harry Fritz 
national championship game will be played on Saturday, December 10, 1977 in the Kingdome in Seattle, 
Washington. The Division I championship game will now be known as The Apple Bowl. This year for the first time, a 
14-week "NAIA Football Game of the Week" is being telecast via a syndicated network under the auspices of College 
Sports, Inc. 
I echo the sentiment of our entire membership when I say thanks to you for your loyal support and dedication in 
making this football game an outstanding athletic competition in the best tradition of American higher education. 
Sincerely, 
Harry Fritz 
Executive Director NAIA 
The Story of the NAIA ... 
The National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) is a 
completely autonomous association, currently administering pro­
grams leading to national championships in 15 sports for 513 fully 
accredited four-year colleges and universities. 
Established in 1940 as the National Association of Intercolle­
giate Basketball the NAIB evolved from the institution of a "National 
Small College Basketball Tournament" which was inaugurated in 
1937. In 1952, the NAIB expanded to include tennis, outdoor track 
and field, and golf, and that year the organization was officially 
named the NAIA. In the last 25 years, the NAIA has further 
expanded to encompass football (it was split into two divisions in 
1970), cross country, baseball and swimming, which were added to 
the NAIA program in 1956, wrestling (1958), soccer (1959), bowling 
(1962), gymnastics (1964), indoor track and field (1966), ice hockey 
(1968), and volleyball (1969). 
The NAIA, with its national office located in Kansas City, is 
organized into 32 districts, grouped into eight geographical areas. 
All areas of intercollegiate athletics are organized and administered 
at the national level. The National office staff consists of an 
executive director, three assistant executive directors, the public 
relations staff, as well as mail room and secretarial staff. 
On the district level, a District Chairman, a District Publicity 
Chairman and a District Eligibility Chairman are appointed to 
handle various matters at the district level. A major factor in the 
success of the NAIA program is the importance placed on "grass 
roots" organization, in which each district administers and 
organizes the programs of the schools within their own district. The 
districts are small enough in the number of schools involved that 
each individual institution has a major voice in the policy and 
decision-making process within that district. This procedure carries 
on to the national level, where each of the 32 districts have an equal 
voice in national matters. 
The NAIA clearly outlines its own responsibilities and those of 
its members: a sound athletic program, administered and controlled 
by those responsible for the administration of the college or 
university. The NAIA encourages a broad program of athletic 
pursuits in its member schools and aims at uniformity and equity in 
policies and practices through its district and national tournament 
meets. 
Eligibility rules in the NAIA govern all competition in sports 
recognized by the NAIA, not just post-season competition. These 
rules must be adhered to by all NAIA member institutions, including 
those members holding dual affiliations with other associations. 
NAIA member institutions must pay the annual membership dues 
and be in support of the policies of the Association. 
